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President’s Message 

Greetings to All, 

I hope this finds everyone getting 2002 off to a great start. A special thanks to everyone who sent holiday greetings to my family. It meant a lot to us. I would like to share with all of you about our trip to Oahu, Hawaii  for the 60th Reunion of the attack on Pearl Harbor on 12/7/2001. We were invited to attend this reunion by a Pearl Harbor Survivor - Henry Pepper.  Some of you may have seen Mr. Pepper's interviews on TV early in December. These interviews were made right before we left for eight days with him and other Pearl Harbor Veterans. Seeing all of these men and women who experienced this great travesty first hand was a very moving experience for me. These people represent the true meaning of heroes. Talking with many of these Vets was a living lesson in our country’s history. Those who suffered on this day, their stories, in their own words, were very touching to us. Many of us think that living in America is a right, but it is really a privilege. Our thanks go out to all of these Veterans and to those among our OPTU chapter members who have put their lives on the line for our Freedom. 

The OPTU Holiday Party was a great success thanks to all who attended. We had a great turnout. We also extend a very special thanks to our hosts - Dennis & Carolyn Barlett, for opening their beautiful home to our club. Debbie Lynch was there and she sold a pile of banquet tickets, which was a great kick off for our annual fundraiser/party in February. Tickets can still be purchased at the local Fly Shops, from OPTU Officers, and at meetings.  There is more information on the banquet in this newsletter. We mixed some business with pleasure at the holiday party and held our annual election of officers. I believe that we need a new way of counting the votes since everyone who currently holds office was elected again for 2002. Please note that according to our OPTU chapter by-laws, the office of President is only a 2-year term and this year marks my 2nd year in office. So start thinking now of who you want to nominate for this and other offices next December.

If you haven't heard, OPTU has been selected as the 2001 Conservation Organization of the Year. This award is given to our chapter as the result of all the hard work that our members and others put in by making the trip up to the White Mountains and participating in one, some, or all four of our 2001 conservation work detail weekends. The first of these work detail weekends was really nasty due to the weather (unexpected snow and rain). This award is a direct reflection of all your work, so those who participated should pat yourselves on the back for a job well done. This award will be on display beginning with our annual OPTU Banquet on February 9th and then at monthly meetings. 

Have you checked out our OPTU chapter Web Site?  If not, log onto it at: www.optu.org. This addition to our club is very exciting for many of us as we can do so much online, reducing both paper use and phone calls. I would like to thank Don Stier, a member of OPTU and owner of Maplegate Technologies, LLC, for doing all of this work for us. If any of you need Internet Service and training please call (520) 292-6019 or email him  dstier@maplegate-tech.com.  If anyone has any fishing reports or other items of interest that they wish to share with their fellow club members, please let us know.

Tightlines to you,

Danny Hooper
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LIE & TIE

Lie and Tie will be held at 7 p.m. on January 16th at Tightlines, 4444 East Grant Road, Suite 113. Contact Rod McLeod for information 322-9444.
GUEST SPEAKER

A major swap meet is on tap for the January meeting. Pack up your stuff to sell and bring plenty of cash to buy goodies.  We will hear tall tales of fishing, upcoming OPTU trips and other tidbits. 


A mystery speaker will provide a slide show documenting some OPTU activities along with Lees Ferry and other fishing to titillate your adventurous spirits. 


Claude Cunningham has regretfully decided to curtail his fishing activities.  He has graciously donated the bulk of his fishing and fly tying supplies to OPTU.  These will be offered for sale at the swap meet and some items may be available at the banquet.  Claude is sharing half of the proceeds with the club -- here's your chance to add an item to your collection from one of the true gentlemen of the sport.  Contact Gilbert Castillo for more information.
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OPTU’s Save the Natives – Apache Trout

 TU Bring Back the Natives Contacts

Amy Harrig, TU-BLM BBN Coordinator

(303) 440-2937 e-mail: aharrig@tu.org 

Fred Rasmussen Regional Vice President for the Southern Rockies (Region 8) salmo@snobol4.com
Don Duff, TU-Forest Service Partnership Coordinator

(801) 524-3945 e-mail: tudtrout@aol.com 

Dave Nickum, Southern Rockies Conservation Director

      Greenback and Colorado River Cutthroat Trout (CO)

(303) 837-9383  e-mail: dnickum@tu.org 

Paul Dremann, Utah Council V.P. for Conservation

      Bonneville Cutthroat Trout (Utah/Nevada)

(801) 467-3862 e-mail: pdremann@xmission.com 

Jamie Hunter, So. California TU Council Representative

Little Kern River & Volcanic Golden/Paiute Cutthroat (CA)

(949) 493-2298

Mike Norte, Rio Grande Chapter – Rio Grande Cutthroat/ Gila Trout (NM/CO) 


(505)844-0935 e-mail: norte@earthlink.net 

Jim Lynch, Old Pueblo Chapter - Apache Trout (Arizona)

(520) 742-7708

[image: image4.wmf]
Grassroots Activist Network


At the center of TU's efforts to raise the profile of coldwater conservation is the Grassroots Activist Network -- TU members who have volunteered to contact their members of Congress, Governors, members of state legislatures and natural resource agencies on issues of importance to trout and salmon. Grassroots Activists receive brief summaries or Action Alerts of issues pending before government decision-makers that could harm or help coldwater fisheries, and guidance on how to be an effective voice for trout and salmon. 


As we work to protect fish and their waters, we need your support and involvement to carry the conservationist message. To join the Grassroots Activist Network, please send an email containing your mailing address to grassrootsactivist@tu.org. 

Fred Fillmore, OPTU Conservation Officer, 520-555-0060, e-mail: fredfillmore@mindspring.com.

OPTU recognized as Conservation Organization of the Year

The Arizona Game and Fish Commission has awarded OPTU the Conservation Organization of the Year for 2001 for significant contributions toward the threatened Apache trout and the endangered Gila trout.  OPTU representatives will be attending the Arizona Game and Fish Commission Banquet on January 19, 2002 to accept the award. 

In 2000, OPTU spearheaded a multi-agency, multi-sector Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) among partners in the recovery of threatened Apache trout and the endangered Gila trout on the Apache National Forest. The MOU united the partners in an ambitious plan of implementation. In 2001 OPTU generated financial support in the form of a $10,000 Embrace-A-Stream Grant from the National Office of Trout Unlimited.  In turn, OPTU scheduled and sponsored four Apache Trout Recovery Workday projects for rebuilding fish barriers and evaluating habitat conditions, assisted with electrofish surveys, monitored stream temperature conditions, trapped and removed numerous non-native, predatory crayfish. OPTU volunteers also documented resource impacts ranging from improper grazing activities to the illegal harvest of native trout. These workday weekends contributed volunteer field efforts from anglers and conservationists totaling hundreds of hours.  Throughout, OPTU has been instrumental in communicating with high-level agency officials and National Trout Unlimited to ensure a steadfast momentum for funding and interest in this multi-year recovery effort. To continue these efforts, OPTU has scheduled and will sponsor four Apache & Gila Trout Recovery Weekends in 2002 (see below). Check the OPTU website (http://www.optu.org) for additional details. Fred Fillmore

OPTU Apache Trout Recovery Workdays - 2002
2002 Apache Trout Recovery Workday Dates are:

     Saturday, May 18, 2002 

     Saturday, June 22, 2002 

     Saturday, August 10, 2002 

     Saturday, September 28, 2002 

Please mark your calendars and visit our new OPTU website www.optu.org for updates regarding the upcoming workday dates in 2002. Thanks for all your help with the Apache Trout Recovery efforts in 2001 and looking forward to your participation in 2002.  Fred Fillmore Conservation Officer 

Miscellany

Humor – The Respectful Fly Fisherman

A trio of fly-fishing buddies was casting on their favorite river one day.  One of them managed to hook a beautiful rainbow trout that took off on a spectacular series of leaps and runs.

During the fight, a funeral procession happened along the country road near the stream.  Even with a potential trophy on the end of his line, the angler stood up straight, put his rod by his side, and covered his heart with his fly-fishing hat until the entire line of cars had passed.

The other two anglers were quite impressed with this show of respect.  "Dang, Jim, we had no idea you had that kind of guy.  That was a real nice thing you did."

Quickly turning his attention back to the 'bow, Jim responded, "Well, it's the least I could do.  She gave me 27 good years."
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Snow day at the Ferry – Four Mile Bar
Fishing Reports


Your editor has made several trips to Pena Blanca Lake of late. Stocking of 11 to 12 inch trout has been occurring every two weeks and the fish are happy to take olive colored nymphs stripped fairly quickly through the water.  Olive produced at least 5:1 over pheasant tails and other brownish nymphs. The fish seemed most interested when the wind was up a bit.  Due to the height of weeds the fish remain congregated near the surface, which is good for flyfishers and bad for powerbaiters. On the days I was there very few shore fisherfolk caught anything while double digits was easily my norm in four or so hours of fishing.  The fish stay close to the ramp so one doesn’t have to kick the float tube very far.


Last weekend some colleagues and I headed to the Ferry where we stayed at the Lodge in “Fisherman’s Headquarters” (one of the comfy trailers behind the lodge). Fishing was good Sunday but much tougher Monday. The weather was pretty good to us – not too cold. That afternoon my old Suburban’s starter decided to give up the ghost.  Many thanks to the many wonderful folks who helped out – one Lees Ferry guide who tried to jump-start us, another who pulled our stranded boat out of the water and carted most of my colleagues back to the lodge, the metal artist from the lodge who drove us to Marble Canyon and provided early morning coffee, Dave Foster for loaning us Kenny – who got the vehicle started, and Dean and Jarred from Prescott who served as shuttle service for us on several occasions.  There are many good people out there. No thanks at all to the AAA towing partner from Page who never showed up after five hours of waiting.

Volunteering - AZ Game & Fish Sport Fishing Program

Anyone interested can email Ed Davenport with their name, address and zip code and Ed will have Game and Fish mail them a packet.  After completing the packet, go to the Game and Fish office to get fingerprinted and then send the packet back to Phoenix.  After the background check is completed, the new volunteer will be sent a monthly calendar.  To maintain active status a volunteer must help with two programs per year. Ed’s email address is ocfish@outdoorconfidence.com.  If members do not have email they may call 884-9394, leave their information on voice mail, and he will make sure that they receive a packet.

Upcoming Fishing Trips

Winter finds most of us dreaming of ice out in the White Mountains or other distant trout streams.  Perhaps we're tying a few flies to replace those lost this past season.

Join OPTU in the first trip in 2002 to Lees Ferry from April 4th through 7th.  Cost is $260 for transportation, lodging, and boat rental.  Eight spots remain. Fishing will be Friday and Saturday. Plans are in the works for a trip to British Columbia in August.  The group will be limited to six.  Details in January with sign up required by April 1st.

Contact Rob Gillette [323-0396 (H), 323-1005 (W), flyfshr@mindspring.com] for more information or sign up.  Have ideas for OPTU's future outings? If so, contact Rob with thoughts on where, when, and what the expense and time limits should be.

Rebates for Chapter Renewals
T.U. National provides an opportunity for chapters to earn rebates.  Each renewal sent by the chapter directly to National will earn a $5 rebate.  Members can bring their renewal notices to chapter meetings or special events or the chapter can use the roster to identify your expiration date.

Bring your next renewal to a meeting or event.  This will give our region more dollars to invest in the preservation of our coldwater fisheries.  Help stretch your dollars for the benefit of Arizona fisheries.  Thanks. 

Newsletter By E-Mail (Save Trees and $)


Each month, 500 copies of this Newsletter are printed and mailed at a cost of ~$3000 yearly. If you have access to a computer and e-mail one easy way to help reduce those costs is to sign up to receive this Newsletter electronically. Just send an e-mail to murphy@pharmacy.arizona.edu & cc: sreiter@prodigy.net, Subject: e-mail newsletter. In the body of the e-mail, give your name, the zip code where you normally receive the printed version and the e-mail address where you want to receive the electronic version. Every month you’ll receive the Newsletter (Word format), in color & earlier than the printed version. Savings can be redirected in many ways such as better raffle/banquet prizes or, more importantly, coldwater conservation. NOTE: A version of the newsletter is also available for viewing under our chapter number (531) on the Trout Unlimited web site www.tu.org.

OPTU Website


Check out OPTU’s new website at www.optu.org. it is a work in progress, so keep coming back to see how it is developing. This will also be a regular site for lengthier reports on conservation efforts.

Photos

   Send in your fishing photos to the editor if you would like them in the newsletter - preferably by e-mail.  This is particularly important if you tire of seeing the editor’s family, friends and pets regularly featured.
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FOR SALE

Bring your items for sale to the swap meet.
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Norm and Martin at the November LF Trip 

Importance of the Banquet 

The banquet is an extremely important endeavor for OPTU.  As a non-profit organization there are few ways that we seek funds other than the banquet. Our efforts directed toward stream enhancement and conservation require funds.  Though we have been successful in getting grants in the past to help in these efforts (thanks to the hard work of Fred Fillmore and then our members who go to the streams and provide many volunteer hours), it is the fundraising at the banquet that provides the fundamental support.


Of course the other very important reason for the banquet is to get together and have a great time.  If you haven’t been to one, you don’t know what you are missing. Check out the form on this page of the newsletter and sign up early. Bring along your friends too. 
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Cartoons by Gene Trump available at:

http://www.fishinginoregon.com/art/art.htm
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At the OPTU Fall Campout
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Classified Ads

The following businesses support OPTU throughout the year.

Please show your appreciation and become a customer.






With Over 1.8 Million Miles of Trout Streams, 

You Can See Why We Need New Members.  How About Recruiting a Few?


Old Pueblo Chapter

Trout Unlimited

Non-Profit Org.

US Postage

PAID
Tucson, AZ

Permit No. 18

60 N. Cheesebrush Ave.

Tucson, AZ 85748
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Antler Ridge


Resort and Cabins





Dawn & George Darling – Owners


87 Main Street, P.O. Box 72


Greer, Arizona 85927


(520) 735-7288 or (888)-56GREER


� HYPERLINK http://www.antlerridge.com ��www.antlerridge.com� 








 TIGHTLINES 


Fly Fishing


Tight Lines L.L.C.


4444 East Grant Road ( Suite 113


Tucson, Arizona 85712





Rod McLeod


F.F.F. Certified Casting Instructor


520-322-9444	Fax 520-322-9455


� HYPERLINK http://www.aztightlines.com ��www.aztightlines.com� 








Paradise Creek Anglers


Bob and Pat DeRosier


560 W. White Mountain Blvd.


P.O. Box 1129-D


Pinetop, Arizona 85935


(928) 367-6200	1-800-231-3831


� HYPERLINK http://www.paradisecreekanglers.com ��www.paradisecreekanglers.com�





 Lees Ferry Anglers


Guides and Fly Shop


Fly Fishing Outfitters ( Mail Order (  Guide Service


Terry Gunn – Owner/Fly Fishing Guide


HC-67 Box 2, Marble Canyon, AZ 86036


520-355-2261 or 800-962-9755


Fax 520-355-2271 E-mail � HYPERLINK mailto:anglers@leesferry.com ��anglers@leesferry.com�


� HYPERLINK http://www.leesferry.com ��http://www.leesferry.com�





Marble Canyon Guides 


At Lees Ferry


Dave & Barbara Foster – Owners


1-800-533-7339  or  520-355-2245


Specializing in fly fishing Lees Ferry 


on the Colorado River


P.O. Box 6032 


Marble Canyon, AZ 86036


� HYPERLINK mailto:Leesferry@aol.com ��Leesferry@aol.com� 








Bourn Partners, L.L.C


3915 E. Broadway Blvd.


Fourth Floor


Tucson, AZ 85711


Main: 520-323-1005


Fax:  520-323-5630


� HYPERLINK http://www.bournpartners.com ��www.bournpartners.com�


Rob Gillette


Associate Broker – Retail Services Group


(520) 318-6637 � HYPERLINK mailto:rgillette@bournpartners.com ��rgillette@bournpartners.com�





John E. Jacob’s


El Parador


Mexican Restaurant


2744 East Broadway


Tucson, AZ 85716


(520) 881-2808  


FAX (520) 881-6483








Dry Creek Outfitters


Authorized Orvis( Dealer


Eric Loeffler & George Plew


 Co-Owners


5420 E. Broadway, Suite 254


Tucson, AZ 85711


(520) 32- ORVIS	(520) 326-7847


Fax (520) 584-5867 � HYPERLINK http://www.orvistucson.com ��www.orvistucson.com�





Lees Ferry Anglers


Guides and Fly Shop


Fly Fishing Outfitters ( Mail Order ( Guide Service


Kevin Campbell – Fishing Guide


HC-67 Box 2, Marble Canyon, AZ 86036


520-355-2261 or 800-962-9755


Fax 520-355-2271 E-mail � HYPERLINK mailto:anglers@leesferry.com ��anglers@leesferry.com�


� HYPERLINK http://www.leesferry.com ��http://www.leesferry.com�








Happy Tails Pet Services


Affordable customized personal service for your pet and you


Pet sitting, air & ground transportation, grief counseling, crisis planning, in-home care during convalescence


Bridget M. Monrad, R.N.


615-9800


� HYPERLINK http://www.tucson-usa.com/happytails ��www.tucson-usa.com/happytails� 











Name____________________________________





Address___________________________________





City__________________State____Zip_________





Phone (day)___________(Evening)_____________





Occupation________________________________





Chapter___________________________________





[ ] Enclosed is my employer’s matching gift form, plus my membership application and payment.


[ ] Please send me information on TU’s Grassroots Activists Network.





SEND TO:	Trout Unlimited


		P.O. Box 1335


		Merrifield, VA 22116-9801





Please check membership category*


[ ] Regular membership ($30)


[ ] Family membership ($35) 


[ ] Sponsoring contributor ($75) 


[ ] Century contributor ($150) 


[ ] Conservator membership ($300) 


[ ] Individual life membership ($750) 


[ ] Family life membership ($850) 


[ ] Senior/full-time student membership ($15) 


[ ] Business membership ($200) 


Payment Method


[ ] Check	[ ] Charge


Make checks payable to TROUT UNLIMITED





Visa #________________________Exp________





MasterCard#___________________Exp_______





Signature________________________________


Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.


*Canadian membership – please add $5 per year. All other countries add $20 per year.





Moving?


Name_______________________________ Phone________________ Old Zip Code________  





New Address_____________________________________________ New Zip Code_________


Send to: OPTU, 2557 E. Hedrick Drive, Tucson, AZ 85716


Notice: OPTU Newsletter is sent via bulk mail. It will not be forwarded if you move. You must notify us of any change in address. To avoid errors, please submit your change of address in writing.





Advertising Rates – OPTU Newsletter – Published monthly – reaches over 450 flyfishing and outdoor enthusiasts. Unfortunately, ads for insurance, travel or credit cards can’t be accepted due to postal requirements.


Format		One time		3 months		6 months		1 Year


1/12th page	NA		$35		$65		$100


¼ page		$50		$75		$125		$200


½ page		$75		$125		$200		$350


Full page		$100		$200		$350		$600





Gifts of $500 or more cash equivalent for OPTU banquet waives 1-year fee for 1/12th page ads or single ½ page.


Gifts of $250 or more cash equivalent waives the six-month fee for 1/12th page ads.





AXA Advisors


Gilbert Castillo


Financial Consultant 


Rocky Mountain Region


AXA Advisors, LLC


5151 East Broadway, Suite 1200


Tucson, AZ 85711


520-512-5923 (P) 520-745-8159 (F)


520-991-0751 (Cell)


� HYPERLINK mailto:gilbert.castillo@axa-advisors.com ��gilbert.castillo@axa-advisors.com�








Jim Maina


Principal Financial Group


Life - Health - Disability


Employee Benefits


Retirement Plans


Executive Compensation


Phone:	748-2511  Fax: 748-9003


Email:	� HYPERLINK mailto:maina.jim@principal.com ��maina.jim@principal.com�





�








Available advertising spaces





1/12th page ads





(In places currently occupied by photos on this page)





�





�





OPTU JANUARY CALENDAR





Jan 2:		Swap Meet Supreme – bring your stuff and some cash.  Mystery guest will have slides �  		of OPTU activities and Lees Ferry fishing – El Parador, 2744 E. Broadway, 7 pm





Jan 16:	Lie & Tie – 7:00 p.m. at Tightlines, 4444 East Grant Road, Suite 113. Call Rod McLeod at


 		322-9444 for more information.





Jan 23:	Board Meeting at El Parador, 2744 E. Broadway. 6:30 p.m. Everyone is invited.








UPCOMING EVENTS





Feb 6:		No regular meeting – come to the banquet February 9th.





Feb 9:		OPTU Annual Banquet – Doubletree Hotel, 445 S. Alvernon Way 





Feb 20:	Lie & Tie – 7:00 p.m. at Tightlines, 4444 East Grant Road, Suite 113. Call Rod McLeod at


 		322-9444 for more information.





Feb 27:	Board Meeting at El Parador, 2744 E. Broadway. 6:30 p.m. Everyone is invited.











�





�





�





TROUT UNLIMITED – OPTU Chapter


2002 ANNUAL BANQUET – February 9th


Doubletree Hotel – 5:30 pm to ~ 9:30 pm





[ ]  Please send me _______ tickets for the 2002 Old Pueblo Chapter Trout Unlimited Banquet. I have enclosed  $32.50 if postmarked before Jan. 26. After Jan 26th tickets are $40 at the door or from a board member.





[ ]  I can’t make it to the Banquet, but want to support the Old Pueblo Chapter. My donation for $__________ is enclosed.





Cash   Check   MC   VISA (please circle payment type)





Acct. # _______________________________________





Exp. Date _____/_____/_____





Name __________________________________________





Address  _______________________________________





City  __________________ St ______ Zip ____________


Mail this form to: Debbie Lynch, 3542 W. Amber Terrace, Tucson, AZ 85741
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