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PresidentÕs Report

Greetings Fellow TUers:
 
! Happy New Year!

! Here I am typing my Þrst letter to the Old 
Pueblo TU membership. I am pleased and 
honored to serve you and will need the help of all 
of you to make this year a success in the eyes of 
all our members. I believe we have implemented a 
number of positive changes in the last year to 
further our obligations as protector of our cold 
water Þsheries. However, I am concerned about 
our club on another level. That concern is the 
obligation of the club to our members to provide 
interesting, educational and exciting programs on 
a monthly basis to increase attendance and 
participation.

! Our Þ rst meeting, while not very wel l 
attended, was a success as to content. Neil 
Clements led a spirited and well organized 
presentation of last years RetireeÕs Trip. Fun and 
high"jinx prevailed for all in attendance. Their 
t r ip inc luded f ish ing days on the lower 
Sacramento River, the upper Sac, the McCloud 
and the Walker. All sites are in California. We had 
a brief open forum after the meeting but no one 
had much to say.

! After the meeting was closed, as often 
happens, we hung out and chewed the fat. At that 
point everyone seemed to have something to say. 
We talked about attendance at meetings, 
participation in conservation projects and general 
interest by members in club activities.

! These are matters of importance to the club so 
letÕs look at these issues. There is no question 
that attendance at our monthly meetings should 
be larger. There is also no good reason the general 
level of interest in club activities isnÕt higher. So 
letÕs examine these two issues together. There 
were two primary reasons put forth as possible 
causes. The Þrst was location. The SK Builders 
location favors the south and east side. Some 
thought we should move the meeting around to 
other Tucson locations to make it more attractive 
to the driving challenged. The second stated 
possibility was that having the meetings at SK did 
not allow for some to grab a bite to eat and/or a 
beer to savor during the meeting #Scott Koktavy, 
of SK was amenable to including drinks and 
snacks  if that is what the membership needs to 
make the meeting more interesting$. While I do 
not argue with these assertions, I believe there is 
another more basic reason for low attendance. I 
come from a geographical area #LA and San 
Diego$ where it is not uncommon for an entire 
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family to drive 80 miles just to 
have dinner with friends. Why, 
because we get something out 
of it. I knew guys and gals who 
drove 50 to 60 miles to go to 
the San D iego F l y f i shers 
meeting. If they missed one 
meeting they were calling their 
friends to Þnd out what they 
missed. Mostly they missed 
seeing their friends. Mostly 
they missed the fellowship with 
a group of people with a shared 
passion " ßy Þshing.

! Now le tÕs look a t the 
conservation/work day issue. I 
am positive there are members 
that work on conservation 
projects because it is the right 
thing to do. They believe in 
conservation and are willing to 
donate time and e%ort in that 
d i rec t ion . Whi le th is i s 
admirable, if we continue to 
attract just these folks the 
number o f par t i c ipa t ing 
members will continue to be 
small. Currently a small number 
of members consistently show 
up and do the work. On the 
other hand, I participate in 
work days because I enjoy 
be ing around the peop le 
working on these projects. ItÕs 
fun! How do we get that word 
out and get the membership 
excited about getting together 
with like minded people and 
doing good things AND having 
fun.

! We have over 400 TU 
members in the greater Tucson 
area. Over 200 have given us 
email addresses and therefore 

receive the newsletter. We donÕt 
take roll, but I Þgure we see a 
maximum of 20 at tending 
meetings. That leaves a large 
margin for greater involvement 
in our activities. Over 120, 
inc lud ing wives and k ids, 
attended the Halloween on the 
Fly event so we know that the 
right event can get people 
excited and involved. We have 
at least 400 ßy Þsher"people in 
Tucson. ThatÕs a bunch of 
people with a common interest. 
What are we missing? What 
arenÕt we doing to draw you 
actively into the club? 

! Hey, guys and gals! IÕm 
pleading here. Take pity and 
give me a hand! My email 
address and phone number are 
in this newsletter. The next 
board meeting is on January 
27th. Call or email or come to 
the Board Meeting and give us 
your ideas #or pass along your 
ideas to any of the board 
members " see the list in the 
newsletter$. I promise you 
wonÕt be pressed into service 
unless you want to be. On the 
other hand, we have several 
openings on the board, with no 
entrance exams, if you are 
interested.

! AND, do not forget the 
banquet scheduled for the 
February 20th, 2010. A great 
way to introduce someone to 
the group is to invite them to 
the banquet.

Your man in the executive suite,
Roger McKee, President, OPTU

Co m e t o t h e ba n q u et 
February 20th - it will be a 
blast.
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Calendar

Feb 3: No regular meeting - 
come to the BANQUET.

Feb 17: Lie and Tie (6:30 pm); 
Dry Creek Outfitters, 5420 E. 
Broadway, Suite 254. Call Eric at 
326-7847.   

Feb 20: OPTU Annual Banquet. 
Holiday Inn 4550 S. Palo Verde - 
6 pm onward. 

Feb 24: Board meeting at the 
Viscount Hotel on Broadway at 
Arcadia - 6 pm. Everyone is 
invited. 

Mar 3: Regular meet ing . 
Speaker TBA. Offices of Scott 
Koktavy 1836 S Research Loop 
(near Pantano and 22nd)

Mar 17: Lie and Tie (6:30 pm); 
Dry Creek Outfitters, 5420 E. 
Broadway, Suite 254. Call Eric at 
326-7847.   

Mar 24: Board meeting at the 
Viscount Hotel on Broadway at 
Arcadia - 6 pm. Everyone is 
invited. 

TU Bring Back the Natives 
Contacts

Amy Harrig , TU!BLM BBN Coordinator 
"303# 440!2937  e!mail: aharrig@tu.org 
Fred Rasmussen  Regional Vice President 
for the Southern  Rockies "Region 8# 
salmo@snobol4.com
Don Du! , TU!Forest Service Partnership 
Coord ina tor "801# 524!3945 e !mai l : 
tudtrout@aol.com 
Dave Nickum , Southern Rock ies 
Conservation Director Greenback and 
Colorado River Cutthroat Trout "CO# "303# 
837!9383  e!mail: dnickum@tu.org 
Paul Dremann , Utah Council V.P. for 
Conservation Bonneville Cutthroat Trout 
"Utah/Nevada# "801# 467!3862 
e!mail: pdremann@xmission.com 
Jamie Hunter , So. California TU Council 
Representative Little Kern River & Volcanic 
Golden/Paiute Cut throat "CA# "949# 
493!2298
Mike Norte , Rio Grande Chapter $ Rio 
Grande Cutthroat/ Gila Trout "NM/CO# 
"505#844!0935 e!mail: norte@earthlink.net 
Jim Lynch, Old Pueblo Chapter $ Apache 
Trout "Arizona#  "520# 742!7708

OFFICERS

President: Roger McKee
mcroger7@msn.com
Vice President:  Mike Mehrer
520"762"4035 #h$ 
mehrog2@gainbroadband.com
Secretary:
Treasurer:  Lauren Lucas
laurenklucas@comcast.net
Conservation O"cer: Je% Collins
520"744"8799 #h$; 520"403"4062 #c$
jnc51@comcast.net 
Membership Coordinator:  
Michael Fletcher 520"744"1831 
mmltßetch@msn.com 
Outings Coordinator:  Open
Youth Education Coordinator:  
Steve Reiter #h$ 520"795"2388 email: 
sreiter4@cox.net 
Public Relations Coordinator:  
Open

Board

Linda Bucy! #h$ 520"795"7746
Danny Hooper
Scott Koktavy! #h$ 520"731"1134
Debbie Lynch! #h$ 520"742"7708
John Singley    #h$ 520"318"4791!
Stan Vanagunus #h$ 520"743"0210

Newsletter Editor:  John Murphy 
520"299"3278; email: 
murphy@pharmacy.arizona.edu  

Officers, Contacts, and Calendars

Theme photo for 2010 " Dolly Varden 
and bead " Kenai River, Alaska
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CONSERVATION 
OFFICER REPORT

No report this month.

Jeff Co#ins, AZTU Council Chair

Food lined up at the banquet " 
Yum

DEDICATED TO RESTORING THE APACHE 
TROUT IN ARIZONA

The Old Pueblo Chapter has worked over the 
years to remove Apache Trout from the endangered 
species list and also is focusing on restoring the Gila 
Trout. We exist to promote wild Þsh and the joy of 
Þshing.

At the center of TUÕs e%orts to raise the proÞle 
of coldwater conservation is the Grassroots 
Activist Network & TU members who have 
volunteered to contact their members of 
Congress, Governors, members of state 
legislatures and natural resource agencies on 
issues of importance to trout and salmon. 

Grassroots Activists receive brief summaries or 
Action Alerts of issues pending before 
government decision"makers that could harm 
or help coldwater Þsheries, and guidance on 
how to be an e%ective voice for trout and 
salmon.

Conservation News

Having fun at the banquet
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PROJECT HEALING WATERS

Pro jec t Hea l ing Waters F l y Fish ing in 
conjunction with Old Pueblo Trout Unlimited 
#OPTU$ of Tucson Arizona 

NOTES FROM THE FLYSHOP
 
! DonÕt miss the Dry Creek OutÞ tters 
Educational FlyÞshing Expo on Saturday, March 
20th. There will be multiple guest speakers, 
f lyfishing games and demonstrations for 
ßycasters of all levels. Join Hutch Hutchinson of 
the Orvis Company and the Dry Creek sta% for 
a fun"Þlled dayÉfree hot dogs too!! 
! Dry Creek will be ra'ing o% a Rio Gold 
WF"5"F ßy line on February 19th. To qualify for 
the drawing, all you have to do is send Eric and 
Whitey an Email at drycrkoutÞtters@aol.com 
entitled ÒRio Gold!!Ó This is one of the Þnest ßy 
lines on the market #(69.95 retail$ and you might 
win! 
! Come visit Dry Creek today for some great 
sales. We have several ßy rods on sale, selected 
Smith Sport Optics frames for 25) o% and 
ExOfficioÕs Give"N"Go underwear #briefs, 
boxers and boxer"briefs$ for 25) o%. If you try 1 
pair, youÕll be back for 5 more!!
! We have lots of new products this year that 
we are very excited about. There are great ßy 
rods f rom Sage, f lyf ishing luggage f rom 
Fishpond, Simms and Orvis, and a great variety 
of ßyÞshing titles. We even added 15,000 new 
ßies from the Springerville fly shop, The 
Speckled Trout. Two of the most eagerly 
anticipated products are the Hydros ßy rod 
#same blank as the Helios for (280 less$ from 
Orvis and the Streamtread Sole wading boots 
from Simms. 

See you soon!

HELP ON PLACES TO FISH
! Names and email addresses of OPTU 
members who have kindly agreed to share their 
Þshing watersÕ knowledge with members who 
have not Þshed the particular waters before and 
are looking for advice is now available for 
downloading on the new OPTU website at: 
h t tp : / /optu.org/FISHING)20WATERS
)20HELP.doc . A good Þrst lead about where 
and when to Þsh, or where to stay can make the 
trip easier and more enjoyable. The list is 
alphabetical by state and several foreign 
locations are also included. For advice about one 
of the areas or rivers on the list, get in touch 
with the named colleague by email and make 
arrangements to talk to them by phone.
! Additionally, courtesy of OPTU ßyÞsher Don 
Maggert, there is a disc containing articles 
pulled from the Web about ßy Þshing some 
thirty well"regarded Western rivers #mostly in 
Colorado and Montana as well as a few from 
Idaho and Utah$.  Send me a name of the river 
and I will check to see if it is on DonÕs disc and 
if so, I will forward the write"up. Stan Vanagunas 
vanagunas@msn.com

My Favorite Recipe

Based on the universal lack of interest in this 
aspect of the newsletter, this will be the last 
issue with a recipe heading.

Upcoming Fishing Trips

Don't forget there is fun Þshing in southern 
Arizona's lakes. It's always a fun day of Þshing 
with fellow OPTU members locally. 

2010 San Juan Trip
The 2010 San Juan trip is scheduled for 

February 27th through March 4th. The cost of 
(400 includes all meals #except in transit$ and 
lodging. Full payment is expected in advance, all 

Fishing Reports, Trips, Ta# Tales, Information, and Photos 
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of which will be refunded if a substitute angler 
can be found in case of cancellation. If no 
substitute can be found, (200 will be refunded. 
The trip is FULL. Contact John Murphy if you wish 
to be placed on next year’s list or as an alternate for this 
year. jemurphy51@me.com or 250"4083.

FISHING REPORTS

!
! Cullen, Patrick, and I went to Durango for a 
skiing trip at the Þrst of the new year and 
managed Þve Þshing days at the San Juan. The 
secret item #sorry canÕt reveal the secret item or 
you would all have to die$ was pretty universally 
successful at attracting nice trout. The cold 
weather probably kept the crowds down #I had 
one day by myself on the middle river$ and the 
Þsh seemed happy for the lack of pressure. In 
addition to the Þsh, the herons were happy at 
limited crowds and a couple of deer showed up 
to wander the river as well. I managed an SJ slam 
of a beautiful cuttbow, numerous rainbows, and 
two nice brownies.
! Something I found out about the SJ on this 
trip is the level of stocking. I had been unaware 
of this, but the river is planted with about 
110,000 trout per year. Last year that translated 
to 80,000 4Ó Þsh, 25,500 3Ó inch Þsh #I guess 
these are largely put in to feed the bigger Þsh$, 
3,500 9Ó Þsh, and 500 16Ó Þsh. Too bad they 
couldnÕt reverse the numbers :"$. There were 
many small Þsh at the kiddie pool and some of 
the bigger ones we caught were up by the dam. 
The Texas Hole only yielded a few for us but we 
didnÕt focus there after not scoring well early on 
and in brief attempts as the days passed.
! The water was nice and clear but the low level 
of the winter sun made spotting trickier than it 
is later in the year. Overall it was a wonderful 
trip.
! As a culinary aside, we ate at the Himalayan 
Kitchen in Durango. The food was great if you 
like Indian style food and curry. Yum. The editor

OPTU FACEBOOK GROUP

! If you add the OPTU group to your links in 
Facebook it will help make contacts with 
members. Joe DeVries jrdaz@cox.net 

Great Quotes

! One reason Paul caught more Þsh than 
anyone else was that he had his ßies in the water 
more than anyone else. "Brother," he would say, 
"there are no ßying Þsh in Montana. Out here, 
you can't catch Þsh with your ßies in the air." 
Norman Maclean - A River Runs Through It.

FOR SALE

Whitey Kuebler has a large number of items for 
sale from an estate. These include reels, rods, 
books, videos and other miscellaneous items. If 
you are interested look at the November 
news le t te r o r con tac t Whi tey a t 
jwkuebler@earthlink.net or cell 419 0686

Pat with an SJ whopper. Funny looking guy 
in background
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Eagle Creek monster trunk  #giant duffle 
bag$; only been used once. Retails for about 
(260 and would like to get (100 for it. Call Jim 
at 520"297"9156. This link shows a similar type 
du'e.

ht tp: / /

www.eaglecreek.com/product/ORV"Super"
Trunk"36"20210/?search=super+trunk+36
Interesting Article
Click on this link to see a pdf of an article on 
Overuse Injuries in Fly Fishing by Tamara 
Mitchell. I wish I had the opportunity to Þsh 
enough to get an overuse injury. Cheers. http://
www.working"well.org/articles/pdf/Fishing.pdf

Trout in the Classroom 

! Trout in the classroom is going well this year 
as far as learning goes for the students. 
Unfortunately, the Þrst batch of Þsh met with 
untimely passing. We're still waiting for a report 
on possibility of heavy metals in the well water 
used for the tanks.*Jeff Collins took two 
samples from the tank and the water"tap. He 

was going to have them analyzed by people he 
knows at the U of A.

*The TIC kids received another batch of 50 
eggs from the AZGFD #Doug Thornburg$ on 
Thursday.*  Doug is also going to supply them 
with a better Þltration system that has much 
more surface area for denitrifying bacteria to 
implant and keep the ammonia spikes from 
reoccurring.* He also suggested to reduce the 
volume of water so that the fry do not have to 
swim so far up from the bottom of the tank 
where they congregate to get ßoating food at the 
surface.

! Jim Martin, a regular certiÞed volunteer with 
the AZGFD helped during our latest event with 
the students. Jim drew outstanding diagrams at 
the white"board showing steps of tying the 
wooly"bugger, whi le I set up v ises and 
distributed equipment and materials.*Then Jim 
described in words, using his diagrams, how to 
tie the ßy. When he was done, I had my oversize 
vise and materials to demonstrate how to tie 
each step. Then we two helped the kids tie each 
step.*Being ver y br ight s tudents,* the 
kids*were able to accomplish tying the ßy in 
one hour.*The other volunteer #Sue " former 
teacher$ had other things on her agenda #the 
report to OPTU about the e%orts to raise the 
last batch of deceased trout$, so we only tied the 
one ßy.

*Upcoming: Fly Þshing class on Friday February 
19th at the school from 3:30 " 5:30 PM and ßy 
casting Class on Saturday, February 20th, at 
Sahuarita Lake, 8:00 AM till noon.*  Lots of 
help is needed, one"on"one, to help the students 
learn to cast with the 5 wt rods I have.*It would 
be great if we could get some volunteers to help 
teach fly"casting. Contact me if you are 
interested.

*I send e"mails to teachers to reassure them 
that I haven't forgotten to do their up"coming 
Programs.*Which reminds me, I must do that 

Cullen with an SJ beauty
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today for the next school group 
I'll be teaching #in the rain?$ 
next week. Joe Fagan
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Please send me ______ tickets for the 2009 Old Pueblo 
Chapter Trout Unlimited Banquet. I have enclosed $35 if 

postmarked before Feb 10th; $40 if after Feb 10
th 

and at 
the door. 

I canÕt make it to the Banquet, but want to support the 
Old Pueblo Chapter. My  donation for $______ is 
enclosed. 

Cash Check MC VISA (please circle payment type) 
Acct. # _______________________________________ 

Exp. Date _____/_____/_____ 
Name ________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________ 
City ___________________ St ______ Zip __________ 
Mail this form to: Lauren Lucas, 7698 N. Sombrero Peak 

Drive, Tucson, AZ 85743 


