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President’s Message 

Greetings to all:
Hope this finds everyone doing well. Many of you have heard from Whitey or me about our Fernie, B.C. trip. Fernie and British Columbia are the most picturesque places that I’ve had the pleasure to fish. We caught cutthroat on the Elk River St. Mary’s River and Michelle Creek. On Wednesday of our trip - Whitey, Dennis, and I took the hike into the Wigwam River for the BIG BULL TROUT and we were not at all disappointed.... I got a 14-pounder! 

On our last day of fishing, Whitey and I went to Calgary with Dave Brown to fish the Bow River. This river is for intermediate to advanced fly fishers and may be too difficult for beginners.  The action was excellent. The big bows came fast and left even faster leaving me standing in the drift boat with my mouth open. Then Dave would say, looks like he handed you your lunch, and just laugh. I will return to the Bow again, just happen to have a new client who lives there.

The San Pedro Flycasters will be holding their second annual banquet on Saturday, Oct. 4th.  The banquet will be held at the Pueblo del Sol Country Club in Sierra Vista starting at 6:00 PM.  Purchase your tickets before August 31st and they’re just $20.00 per person. From September 1st through October 3rd, the tickets will rise to $25.00 per person. For those of you who didn’t go last year, OPTU members who attended won a ton of great items. So lets get a group larger than last year’s and help support their club the way they have always supported OPTU. Maybe OPTU members can form a carpool and travel together to Sierra Vista. I believe that Dry Creek Outfitters has San Pedro Flycasters banquet tickets. You can call me to set a rendezvous location and plan to have a great time.

Sharon and I are finalizing our plans for the T.U. Annual Meeting that will be held this September in Denver, CO.  Be sure to get your pictures or items to display in our booth. These can go right along with our most recent awards and the live Apache and Gila Trout. Our club has been gathering items for many years but NO ONE has yet to send me anything for the display. Please send in contributions no later than August 30th, 2003.

I’m still trying to get a workday together for October.  Hopefully, we can do some of the work we planned for this year. With so many people against the Environmental Assessment right now, we have to wait for all the smoke to clear and start again. I’ll try to keep everyone informed.

Our OPTU Banquet committee will meet with OPTU board on the third Wednesday of the month and your helpful input/presence are welcome. We can always use help, input, and creative ideas. Remember that OPTU is a non-profit organization. Any/all donations/gifts that you are able to gather for the banquet are greatly appreciated and help lower our banquet expenses. Along with all fly-fishing related items, it’s nice to have dinners, movie/theatre tickets, spa gift certificates, and more as available for bucket/live and silent auction items. 

While I’m in a party mood, let’s start talking about the Holiday Party and where it will be hosted this year. Would you be willing to open your home for this annual December event (at which the annual election of officers is held)? If so…please contact me, ASAP.  Jim Maina has agreed to be the next OPTU President for 2004, so if you would like to be a 2004 officer, please call Jim or me (but me only for a few more months)! Thanks to all who have helped me during my three years as your president.

Tightlines to you,

Danny Hooper
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OJ 

LIE & TIE

7 p.m. on September 17th at Dry Creek Outfitters, 5420 E. Broadway, Suite 254. Call Eric or George (326-7847) for more information. Doug Buck, guest tier in Sept., worked as a guide in the Durango area of Colorado for eight years and has a vast knowledge of fresh and saltwater flies. If any one has special flies they would like to have tied at Lie and Tie please contact John Kuebler at 885-5652 and we will do our best to accommodate your request
GUEST SPEAKER
Regular meeting at Viscount Suites Hotel September 3rd at 7 pm - 4855 E. Broadway Blvd. Guest speaker TBA.
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OPTU’s Save the Natives – Apache Trout 

 TU Bring Back the Natives Contacts

Amy Harrig, TU-BLM BBN Coordinator

(303) 440-2937 e-mail: aharrig@tu.org 

Fred Rasmussen Regional Vice President for the Southern Rockies (Region 8) salmo@snobol4.com
Don Duff, TU-Forest Service Partnership Coordinator

(801) 524-3945 e-mail: tudtrout@aol.com 

Dave Nickum, Southern Rockies Conservation Director

      Greenback and Colorado River Cutthroat Trout (CO)

(303) 837-9383  e-mail: dnickum@tu.org 

Paul Dremann, Utah Council V.P. for Conservation

      Bonneville Cutthroat Trout (Utah/Nevada)

(801) 467-3862 e-mail: pdremann@xmission.com 

Jamie Hunter, So. California TU Council Representative

Little Kern River & Volcanic Golden/Paiute Cutthroat (CA)

(949) 493-2298

Mike Norte, Rio Grande Chapter – Rio Grande Cutthroat/ Gila Trout (NM/CO) 


(505)844-0935 e-mail: norte@earthlink.net 

Jim Lynch, Old Pueblo Chapter - Apache Trout (Arizona)

(520) 742-7708
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Grassroots Activist Network


At the center of TU's efforts to raise the profile of coldwater conservation is the Grassroots Activist Network -- TU members who have volunteered to contact their members of Congress, Governors, members of state legislatures and natural resource agencies on issues of importance to trout and salmon. Grassroots Activists receive brief summaries or Action Alerts of issues pending before government decision-makers that could harm or help coldwater fisheries, and guidance on how to be an effective voice for trout and salmon. 


As we work to protect fish and their waters, we need your support and involvement to carry the conservationist message. To join the Grassroots Activist Network, please send an email containing your mailing address to grassrootsactivist@tu.org. 

Volunteering - AZ Game & Fish Sport Fishing Program

Email Ed Davenport ocfish@outdoorconfidence.com  with your name, address and zip code to receive a volunteer packet from Game and Fish.  For members without email call 884-9394. After completing the packet, go to G&F to get fingerprinted, then send the packet to Phoenix. After a background check you will receive a calendar of events. 

Apache Trout Recovery

Hello to TU Apache Trout Interests - I wanted to introduce myself (TU national staff - Director of Resources) to those I haven't met and alert you that we have a NFWF Apache Trout grant. The grant will provide a minimum of $200,000 for Apache trout work. Depending on our ability to raise matching funds, more dollars could be made available. Funds may be expended over the next 2 years. The award is in the form of a "block grant," so there's no specific earmarking of funds.

The grant is intended to boost Apache trout efforts and won't interfere with existing plans of any AZ TU organization or agency. The general intent is to enhance or expand on existing Apache trout recovery plans and to blend the grant into the ongoing Apache trout organization and partnership efforts. 

I would like to get a list of AZ TU e-mail addresses of people who might be interested in getting future grant updates. Please contact me by phone (703-284-9407) or e-mail for more information jmcgurrin@tu.org  Joseph McGurrin 

Miscellany

Women’s Fishing Group

Anna Harris is interested in developing a women's fishing group – the purpose of which is to develop some fishing partners and go on leisurely fishing trips. Her phone number is 319-8908. 

To the Editor

No one commented to the editor this month.

San Pedro Flycasters 2nd Annual Banquet

The San Pedro Flycasters 2nd Annual Banquet will be held October 4, 2003 from 6 to 10 p.m. at the Pueblo del Sol Country Club in Sierra Vista.  Banquet tickets will be available at Dry Creek Outfitters. 
Fishing Reports

Greetings from Dunedin, New Zealand (South Island). Your editor has now had a few fishing trips, even though most of the rivers are closed in Winter (season opens up October 1 for most rivers). I have managed to land a few of these famous trout and have particularly enjoyed the company of members of the Otago Angler’s Association, the oldest fishing club in New Zealand (est. 1881). They have a nice clubhouse as well as owning five cabins on famous NZ rivers. Members can rent a bunk at about $5 US/night or the whole place. I am looking forward to spending some time with Kiwi fishing fanatics over the next few months and will report in as time allows.

Have now been fishing three times with grand total of 4 fish landed and 3 other strikes. Many fewer fish per mile here they say, but often bigger. So far I have a rainbow and two brownies (beautiful silvery things), one of which was probably three pounds. Don't let anyone tell you brownies don't jump, every one I have caught put in 3 to 5 jumps before landing.  Technique has been swinging flies downstream to reduce their ability to see you. Yesterday I observed a mayfly hatch and caught one trout by sighting his rise. Cool.

5 wt and pheasant tails are the answer so far. In a week or two the browns start smacking white fish so it will be swinging imitations of small fish. That should be fun.
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First New Zealand Trout
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Possibly the oldest fishing club in Australasia
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Pat at the Otago Angler’s Association Clubhouse

Fish Tales I
 

Redfish have always seemed like a great fish to catch because I remember them tasting so good back in the days of "Jeromes" restaurant back in the 80s.  What could be better than staying in New Orleans and going fishin in the swampland of the Bayou?  Nothing!  I recently visited New Orleans (before storm Bill) with some friends and we needed a guide who could handle a spin fish guy and a flyfish guy at the same time.  A tough task most of the time.  We were set up with Richard Waldner USMC ret., when our booked guide broke his kneecap right before our visit.  We had a great day with Rich or least a ½ day as we took on about 4 to 5 inches of rain around noon.  (www.fishwithrich.com) 504-656-7337 (REDS).  We left our hotel in the Quarter around 5:30 AM and drove south 55 minutes to Port Sulfur.  Rich used a flats type boat and our first stop was 10 minutes from the funky ramp.  Before the fly guy (me) could get rigged up, Keith had a nice redfish on the spinrod on his second cast.  It would be about two hours before I finally could visually connect with the fish and landed a couple. I caught reds, black drum and sheepshead on the fly our final hour before the rain.  Keith caught about 4 to my 1 on the spin but I'd like to think that that might have changed several hours later.  After a 45-minute deluge, we decided to call it quits.  We trailered the boat and went to Cap'n Rich's house nearby and cleaned the fish.  I never did learn how high the water got during tropical storm Bill after the area levy broke. 

We stayed at the Bienville House at the edge of the Quarter. The owner of the Gamay restaurant in the lobby agreed to prepare our Redfish three different ways and the lunch was killer! The Bienville House had a summer rate of $89, which is pretty cheap for New Orleans near the Quarter.  I will go back for several days sometime soon. Dave Gallaher
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Danny’s Bull Trout

Fish Tales II
 

We recently returned from our annual trip to the Creede, Colorado area. This has been our classic family trip of the summer and we have camped up and back for over eight years and discovered many great little fish haunts. While in the Creede area, we fished the Rio Grande briefly. The river was running around 150 cfs, which is low, but not near as low as last summer's 58 cfs. This year's flow allows one to move around freely and is very wadable. The river produced numerous Brown Trout on a hopper with a Prince Nymph bead head dropper, size 16-18. The last week in July, fish would come to the surface at all different times of day. We did not catch any Rio Grande Cutthroat this trip. They are a wild strain and our protected in these waters. Yellow and Red Humpies, size 12-14, also produced good results. We stayed at La Garita Ranch, which is just below Wason Ranch. I have fished up to the fence separating both properties and there are lots of good wadable stretches in this area. La Garita also has a creek running through the property that is called Bellows Creek.  Bellows is a carbon copy of the Little Colorado in Greer. It is private water and produces nice Browns and stocked Rainbows. Fishing was tough this year as low water made the fish weary. Long leaders were necessary and 6/7X tippet was mandatory.

Other places to fish in the Creede area include driving towards the Rio Grande Reservoir. It's been several years since I was there, but there is a large hill that you crest before one campground.  Park at the top of the hill and walk down stream from the camp area. There are other spots along the Rio Grande off the highway towards Lake City (hwy 149) north of Creede. Many are on private land and require asking for permission, which is usually given. There are some great spots on the outskirts of Pagosa Springs on the way to Creede/South Fork.  The West and East Forks of the San Juan are about eight miles from Pagosa and each offer relatively good fishing.  The East Fork looks more interesting and requires some hiking.  There are native Browns, Brookies, and stocked Rainbows.  The campground on the East Fork is great.  There is also Pine Meadows Reservoir you pass on the highway coming down the hill from Wolf Creek Pass.  This is a nice high mountain lake with a nice campground.  Lots of Texas rigs there in the summer.  While in the Creede area I strongly recommend eating at the Creede Hotel next to the Creede Repertory Theatre (www.creedehotel.com) 877-658-2619.  Reservations are strongly recommended as the theatre next door can pack the restaurant just before a show.  Say hi to Dave, the Chef/Owner.  His venison dishes are pretty tasty.  Burgers are good and he always has macoroni and cheese.  For nightlife there are two bars.  Tommy Knockers Tavern is our favorite as our son has played guitar at open mike night there the past two years.  Creede in a nutshell is a fun town and is about 1/8 the size of Bisbee with the same feel.  There are many places to cast a line.  Dave Gallaher

Photos

   Send in photos to the editor if you would like them in the newsletter - preferably by e-mail. This is important if you tire of seeing the editor’s family, friends and pets featured.

Upcoming Fishing Trips

Rio Grande River/San Juan River - OPTU's outing to the San Juan/Rio Grande from September14th - 20th is full.  Eight will enjoy the late summer fishing of both the San Juan River and Colorado's Rio Grande just outside Creede.

Going fishing this fall? Let the editor know of your plans if you'd like other OPTU members to join you. For information on fishing trips contact Rob Gillette 323-0396 (H), 323-1005 (W) or flyfshr@mindspring.com 

Rebates for Chapter Renewals
T.U. National provides an opportunity for chapters to earn rebates.  Each renewal sent by the chapter directly to National will earn a $5 rebate.  Members can bring their renewal notices to chapter meetings or special events or the chapter can use the roster to identify your expiration date. Bring your next renewal to a meeting or event.  This will give our region more dollars to invest in the preservation of our coldwater fisheries.  Help stretch your dollars for the benefit of Arizona fisheries.  Thanks. 

OPTU Website

Newsletter By E-Mail (Save Trees and $)


If you have access to a computer and e-mail an easy way to help reduce mailing costs is to receive this Newsletter electronically. Just e-mail murphy@pharmacy.arizona.edu & cc: sreiter4@cox.net
, Subject: e-mail newsletter. In the body of the e-mail, give your name, the zip code where you normally receive the printed version and the e-mail address where you want to receive the electronic version. Please note – it will be your responsibility to inform us of changes in e-mail address. Otherwise, you may begin missing newsletters. The newsletter is also available on our OPTU website www.optu.org where you can find lengthier reports that could not be placed in the newsletter.

Humor/Quotes

There are good ships, and there are wood ships, 
The ships that sail the sea. 
But the best ships, are friendships, 
And may they always be.

To Mom's cooking:
May my wife never find out how bad it really was.
FOR SALE

Cabella's neoprene waders, size L (large) for sale, used once $70 retail on sale for $25. Contact Rob Gillette 520-323-0396.

Twelve-foot aluminum boat for sale.  Designed specifically for use on So. AZ and White Mtn. Lakes; adequate for Lee's Ferry.  Tilt trailer, 4 stroke electric start Honda motor, Humminbird depth/fish finder.  Call for more details.  $3500. Jim Larsen 299-7481 jlarsen33@comcast.net 
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Cartoons by Gene Trump can be viewed at:

http://www.flyshop.com. He may be contacted via site.

Classified Ads

The following businesses support OPTU throughout the year.

Please show your appreciation and become a customer.
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With Over 1.8 Million Miles of Trout Streams, 

You Can See Why We Need New Members.  How About Recruiting a Few?


Old Pueblo Chapter

Trout Unlimited

3865 E. Edison Place

Non-Profit Org.

US Postage

PAID
Tucson, AZ

Permit No. 18

Tucson, AZ 85712
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Antler Ridge


Resort and Cabins





Dawn & George Darling – Owners


87 Main Street, P.O. Box 72


Greer, Arizona 85927


(520) 735-7288 or (888)-56GREER


� HYPERLINK http://www.antlerridge.com ��www.antlerridge.com� 








 TIGHTLINES 


Fly Fishing


Tight Lines L.L.C.


4444 East Grant Road ( Suite 113


Tucson, Arizona 85712





Rod McLeod


F.F.F. Certified Casting Instructor


520-322-9444	Fax 520-322-9455


� HYPERLINK http://www.aztightlines.com ��www.aztightlines.com� 








Paradise Creek Anglers


Bob and Pat DeRosier


560 W. White Mountain Blvd.


P.O. Box 1129-D


Pinetop, Arizona 85935


(928) 367-6200	1-800-231-3831


� HYPERLINK http://www.paradisecreekanglers.com ��www.paradisecreekanglers.com�





 Lees Ferry Anglers


Guides and Fly Shop


Fly Fishing Outfitters ( Mail Order (  Guide Service


Terry Gunn – Owner/Fly Fishing Guide


HC-67 Box 2, Marble Canyon, AZ 86036


928-355-2261 or 800-962-9755


Fax 928-355-2271 E-mail � HYPERLINK mailto:anglers@leesferry.com ��anglers@leesferry.com�


� HYPERLINK http://www.leesferry.com ��http://www.leesferry.com�





Marble Canyon Guides 


At Lees Ferry


Dave & Barbara Foster – Owners


1-800-533-7339  or  928-355-2245


Specializing in fly fishing Lees Ferry 


on the Colorado River


P.O. Box 6032 


Marble Canyon, AZ 86036


� HYPERLINK mailto:Leesferry@aol.com ��Leesferry@aol.com� 








Bourn Partners, L.L.C


3915 E. Broadway Blvd.


Fourth Floor


Tucson, AZ 85711


Main: 520-323-1005


Fax:  520-323-5630


� HYPERLINK http://www.bournpartners.com ��www.bournpartners.com�


Rob Gillette


Associate Broker – Retail Services Group


(520) 318-6637 � HYPERLINK mailto:rgillette@bournpartners.com ��rgillette@bournpartners.com�





VISCOUNT SUITE HOTEL


Lennie Martin, Special Events Manager


4855 E. Broadway, Tucson, Arizona 85711


520-584-5802 direct


520-790-5114 fax


� HYPERLINK "http://www.viscountsuite.com" �www.viscountsuite.com�








Dry Creek Outfitters


Authorized Orvis( Dealer


Eric Loeffler & George Plew


 Co-Owners


5420 E. Broadway, Suite 254


Tucson, AZ 85711


(520) 32- ORVIS	(520) 326-7847


Fax (520) 584-5867 � HYPERLINK http://www.orvistucson.com ��www.orvistucson.com�





Lees Ferry Anglers


Guides and Fly Shop


Fly Fishing Outfitters ( Mail Order ( Guide Service


Kevin Campbell – Fishing Guide


HC-67 Box 2, Marble Canyon, AZ 86036


928-355-2261 or 800-962-9755


Fax 928-355-2271 E-mail � HYPERLINK mailto:anglers@leesferry.com ��anglers@leesferry.com�


� HYPERLINK http://www.leesferry.com ��http://www.leesferry.com�








Happy Tails Travel, Inc.


“We ship pets by air with care and by ground safe and sound”


Wold wide pet air travel, Tucson and Phoenix pet transportation, USDA and FAA certified


Bridget M. Monrad, R.N.


520-299-3315 or 800-323-1718


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@HappyTailsTravel.com" ��info@HappyTailsTravel.com� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.happytailstravel.com/" ��http://www.happytailstravel.com/� 











Name____________________________________





Address___________________________________





City__________________State____Zip_________





Phone (day)___________(Evening)_____________





Occupation________________________________





Chapter___________________________________





[ ] Enclosed is my employer’s matching gift form, plus my membership application and payment.


[ ] Please send me information on TU’s Grassroots Activists Network.





SEND TO:	Trout Unlimited


		P.O. Box 1335


		Merrifield, VA 22116-9801





Please check membership category*


[ ] Regular membership ($30)


[ ] Family membership ($35) 


[ ] Sponsoring contributor ($75) 


[ ] Century contributor ($150) 


[ ] Conservator membership ($300) 


[ ] Individual life membership ($750) 


[ ] Family life membership ($850) 


[ ] Senior/full-time student membership ($15) 


[ ] Business membership ($200) 


Payment Method


[ ] Check	[ ] Charge


Make checks payable to TROUT UNLIMITED





Visa #________________________Exp________





MasterCard#___________________Exp_______





Signature________________________________


Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.


*Canadian membership – please add $5 per year. All other countries add $20 per year.





Moving?


Name_______________________________ Phone________________ Old Zip Code________  





New Address_____________________________________________ New Zip Code_________


Send to: OPTU, 3865 E. Edison Place, Tucson, AZ 85716


Notice: OPTU Newsletter is sent via bulk mail. It will not be forwarded if you move. You must notify us of any change in address. To avoid errors, please submit your change of address in writing.





Advertising Rates – OPTU Newsletter – Published monthly – reaches over 450 flyfishing and outdoor enthusiasts. Unfortunately, ads for insurance, travel or credit cards can’t be accepted due to postal requirements.


Format		One time		3 months		6 months		1 Year


1/12th page	NA		$35		$65		$100


¼ page		$50		$75		$125		$200


½ page		$75		$125		$200		$350


Full page		$100		$200		$350		$600





Gifts of $500 or more cash equivalent for OPTU banquet waives 1-year fee for 1/12th page ads or single ½ page.


Gifts of $250 or more cash equivalent waives the six-month fee for 1/12th page ads.





The Elk River Angler


Guide Service and Trout Shop


Dave Brown – Outfitter


Float trips, walk/wades, and upland bird hunts


735 Maryvale Way NE


Calgary, Alberta, Canada


403-248-6612


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:dave@elkangler.com" ��dave@elkangler.com� 











Jim Maina


Principal Financial Group


Life - Health - Disability


Employee Benefits


Retirement Plans


Executive Compensation


Phone:	748-2511  Fax: 748-9003


Email:	� HYPERLINK mailto:maina.jim@principal.com ��maina.jim@principal.com�





Wolf Lake Wilderness Lodge





Wes Walker


Box 418, Tisdale, Saskatchewan, Canada S0E 1T0


306-873-7733 (P)


306-873-5997 (F)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.quantumlynx.com/wolflake" ��www.quantumlynx.com/wolflake� 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:wes.walker@sk.sympatico.ca" ��wes.walker@sk.sympatico.ca� 








Available advertising spaces





1/12th page ads





(In places currently occupied by photos on this page)





The Speckled Trout





Flyfishing and Gift Shop





Sue Chacon and Albert Lassen


224 E. Main Street, PO Box 1188


Springerville, AZ 85938


928-333-0852





� HYPERLINK "http://www.cybertrails.com/~cltrout/" ��http://www.cybertrails.com/~cltrout/�  





Maplegate Technologies, LLC


Don Stier


Complete Internet Service and Training


� HYPERLINK "http://www.maplegate-tech.com" ��www.maplegate-tech.com� 


5440 North Georgia Drive


Tucson, Arizona 85704


520-292-6019


520-906-8229 (Cell)


� HYPERLINK "mailto:dstier@maplegate-tech.com" ��dstier@maplegate-tech.com�





OPTU SEPTEMBER CALENDAR





Sept 3:		Regular meeting – Viscount Suite Hotel, 4855 E. Broadway Blvd., at 7 p.m. Speaker TBA





Sept 17:	Lie & Tie – 7:00 p.m. at Dry Creek Outfitters, 5420 E. Broadway, Suite 254, Call Eric or� 		George at 326-7847 for more information. Doug Buck guest tier.





Sept 24:	Board Meeting at Viscount Suite Hotel Wildcat Bar, 4855 E. Broadway Blvd., at 6 p.m.� 		Everyone is invited.





UPCOMING EVENTS





Oct 1:		Regular meeting – Viscount Suite Hotel, 4855 E. Broadway Blvd., at 7 p.m. Speaker TBA





Oct 15:	Lie & Tie – 7:00 p.m. at Dry Creek Outfitters, 5420 E. Broadway, Suite 254, Call Eric or� 		George at 326-7847 for more information.





Oct 22:	Board Meeting at Viscount Suite Hotel Wildcat Bar, 4855 E. Broadway Blvd., at 6 p.m.� 		Everyone is invited.








�
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